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Ref: DH/SA/9.02/761
12 February 2008
The Owner / Occupier

Dear Resident
Kirkintilloch Link Road

I wrote to you in March 2007 advising that East Dunbartonshire Council had approved the planning application for the Kirkintilloch Link Road subject to a number of conditions and referral to Scottish Ministers.   Since that time an extensive range of discussions involving a large number of organisations has taken place with a view to satisfying the conditions on the planning consents.  This letter provides residents with an update on progress in the form of a Residents Information Note.  This is the third in a series of Information Notes intended to keep residents informed about the delivery of the Kirkintilloch Link Road.  A copy of Residents Information Note Nos. 1 and 2 can be obtained on the KI web site at k-i.org.uk or by contacting Sandra Adams on 0142 578 8272.
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Yours faithfully

DUNCAN HAMILTON

PROJECT DIRECTOR – KIRKINTILLOCH’S INITIATIVE

KIRKINTILLOCH LINK ROAD




Residents’ Information Note No. 3

on Project Status 

In March 2007 East Dunbartonshire Council and North Lanarkshire Council indicated that they were minded to grant planning permission for the Kirkintilloch Link Road subject to conditions and the outcome of a referral to Scottish Ministers.  Since then Scottish Ministers have indicated that they do not intend to intervene in the determination of the planning application.  This means that the two Councils are in a position to grant a planning consent once they are satisfied that all of the conditions are or can be satisfied.  These conditions cover a wide range of topics and are intended to ensure that the requirements of statutory bodies such as the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA), the Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT), Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and various technical departments of the Councils are properly satisfied.

The KLR Design Team has been working closely with East Dunbartonshire Council to agree measures which address the planning conditions.  Proposals under discussion include landscaping measures, noise and pollution mitigation, environmental protection and mitigation proposals, land decontamination and detailed design issues.  In parallel with these discussions KI has completed its land acquisition with the exception of two Compulsory Purchase Orders which are currently working their way through the statutory process.  KI has also entered into discussions with two parties who have expressed some concerns about the impact of the proposed changes to the local road network.   

In anticipation of a start to the construction of the Link Road preparatory works have been carried out or are currently in progress.  Public utility services (electricity, gas, water, communications, etc.) are being diverted or protected so that these works do not impact on the programme for construction of the road.  Areas of Japanese Knotweed found during preliminary surveys are being treated so that this pernicious weed is not spread by the construction works and does not adversely affect the finished road.  As you may be aware Japanese knotweed has become a serious national problem to the extent that there is specific legislation relating to its treatment.  

Tree removal has started so that it can be completed without affecting nesting birds.  KI is proposing to replace every lost tree with 5 new ones which will be planted in locations selected to enhance the landscape and natural habitats within a 2 kilometre radius of the proposed road.   Some of the wood from felled trees will be used to create new habitats on site.  The remainder is being donated to a charity which helps disadvantaged people through training in wood-related skills.  Some of the products of this work such as bird and bat boxes and benches will be used in the design of the road.  

A significant expansion of the Millersneuk Wetlands has taken place as an environmental mitigation measure.  The works in this area include protection and enhancement of habitats for protected species such as water voles.         
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KI is hopeful that its proposals for addressing the planning conditions will be agreed with the Councils early in 2008.  At the same time we hope for early resolution of the outstanding land CPOs and other statutory procedures.  Generally speaking these matters lie outwith KI’s control.  It is therefore impossible to be definitive about a start date for the construction of the Kirkintilloch Link Road.   The best information about timescales is that KI is seeking to ensure that all matters within its control are arranged for a start to construction in spring 2008.  This provides a target for resolution of all of the conditions which are controlled by others.  The construction work is expected to take 18 months. 

As soon as KI has a clearer understanding of the likely date for the start of the main construction work, arrangements will be made to set up a series of Resident Forums.  The purpose of these forums is to give those affected by the proposed road an opportunity to meet regularly with those involved in the construction of the road.  This arrangement is intended to ensure that residents have up to date information about the programme of works, the ability to contact appropriate individuals in the event of anything unforeseen happening on site and to make arrangements for any works which might affect individual residents such as, for example, pre-construction property condition surveys.  You will be invited individually by letter to the initial meetings of the Forums closer to the start of the works.        

Further information can be obtained by visiting the KI Project Office at 22 Union Street, Kirkintilloch, G66 1DH.  An information display is manned during the following hours.  If you wish to visit outwith these hours please phone in advance to make an appointment.

Monday to Wednesday
11.00am to 2.00pm

Friday



9.00am to 12.00noon

The KI web site (www.k-i.org.uk) provides regular updates on progress with all of the KI Projects including the Link Road.  Users can register to receive updates automatically by e-mail.

If you have any specific questions please contact either Duncan Hamilton (0141 578 8050 and duncan.hamilton@eastdunbarton.gov.uk) or Sandra Adams (0141 578 8272 and sandra.adams@eastdunbarton.gov.uk).  

As a public service partnership Kirkintilloch’s Initiative is committed to keeping residents informed about progress with the Kirkintilloch Link Road.  Further Residents’ Information Notes will be issued as the project progresses.   

 


