
Ref: DH/SA/9.02
19 March 2007
The Owner / Occupier
Address
Dear Resident,

Kirkintilloch Link Road

As you may be aware the Planning Board of East Dunbartonshire Council considered a Reserved Matters Application for the proposed Kirkintilloch Link Road (effectively a detailed planning application) on Tuesday 13 March 2007.  This letter provides residents with information on the outcome of that process in the form of a Residents Information Note.  This is the second in a series of Information Notes intended to keep residents apprised of progress with the delivery of the Kirkintilloch Link Road.  A copy of Residents Information Note No. 1 can be obtained on the KI web site at k-eye.co.uk or by contacting Sandra Adams on 0142 578 8272.
Yours faithfully

DUNCAN HAMILTON
PROJECT DIRECTOR – KIRKINTILLOCH’S INITIATIVE
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KIRKINTILLOCH LINK ROAD



Residents’ Information Note No. 2
on Planning Consents 

Outline planning consents for the Kirkintilloch Link Road were granted by East Dunbartonshire Council and by North Lanarkshire Council in 2005.    These planning consents established the principle of constructing the road and required the submission of a detailed design of the road in a further application known as a Reserved Matters Application.  This more detailed application required the applicant (Kirkintilloch’s Initiative (KI)) to provide the Planning Services with a high level of detail on how the road will look and what measures are to be included to offset any adverse impacts of the road.

The Reserved Matters Application was lodged on 24 November 2006.  Between November 2006 and March 2007 an extensive dialogue has taken place between KI and the Planning Services regarding the detailed proposals.  The Planning Services have consulted with a range of statutory bodies such as the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA), the Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPT), Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and various technical departments of the Councils.  The outcome of these consultations and the comments received from the general public in response to advertising the application were considered by the East Dunbartonshire Council Planning Board on 13 March 2007.

The Planning Board decided that it was disposed to grant planning permission for the proposals as presented to them subject to the following;

1. that the application be referred to Scottish Ministers (This is required because the Council has an interest in the development and because issues raised by SEPA have yet to be resolved to the full satisfaction of SEPA)


2. that the applicant enter into a legal agreement with the Council to ensure delivery of the landscape and biodiversity mitigation measures offered by KI (This is required because the KI Habitat / Biodiversity Plan covers areas remote from the application site); and


3. that a number of conditions relating mainly to the landscape proposals, the environmental impacts and the biodiversity mitigation measures be satisfied before construction can start.
Kirkintilloch’s Initiative is pleased that the planning consent has been recommended for approval.  The next step is to work closely with the Planning Services and other statutory bodies towards satisfying the pre-start conditions.  These conditions relate to detailed road design issues, the management of the construction process and related landscape and habitat management proposals. 
Kirkintilloch’s Initiative is now in discussion with a number of experienced Contractors who have returned a tender for construction of the works.  The plan is to involve the preferred contractor in the process of addressing the planning conditions so that when it comes to building the road the Contractor is fully aware of all of the sensitive issues which need to be addressed during construction.

It is anticipated that a period of several months of detailed discussions will be required to satisfy the pre-start planning conditions and to obtain all of the statutory consents required for construction.  During this period the preferred Contractor and consultants employed by KI will be updating the plans by adding more detail to the proposals which have been approved.    During this period KI encourages residents who live in the area to make representations regarding the measures they would like to see incorporated into the road proposals.  This can be done by contacting either Duncan Hamilton (0141 578 8050 and duncan.hamilton@eastdunbarton.gov.uk) or Sandra Adams (0141 578 8272 and sandra.adams@eastdunbarton.gov.uk).  
Residents Information Note No. 1 (December 2006) indicated an earliest estimated completion date of late 2008 for the road, subject to early completion of the statutory processes.  The time it takes to deal with the outcome of the Reserved Matters Application is expected to extend the earliest anticipated completion date by at least several months taking completion into 2009.   
As a public service partnership Kirkintilloch’s Initiative is committed to keeping residents informed about progress with the Kirkintilloch Link Road.  Further Residents’ Information Notes will be issued as the project progresses.   






 


